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Your safety is important. In this chapter, you will learn how to keep yourself 

healthy and safe when monitoring a stream site. Specifically, you will 

explore safety responsibilities in three main areas: 

• Precautions for your personal health 

• Sampling safety protocol 

• Trespassing 

 

Chapter 4 

Safety and Trespass 
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Personal Health 

Keeping you healthy and safe as you monitor a stream begins by taking the 

right precautions: 

• Immunizations:  Before monitoring your stream, check with your doctor 

or county health department to ensure you are up to date with the 

appropriate immunizations. 

• Foot Protection:  Always wear some type of foot protection. Never go 

bare foot or wear sandals in a stream. Water boots or old tennis shoes 

provide good protection from sharp objects in a stream bed. 

• Life Jacket:  Always wear a life jacket when the depth of the stream is 

unknown. 

• Bug Repellent: Use a bug repellent to avoid bites that may lead to serious 

illness. 

• Guard Against Pathogens:  Avoid water contact with your eyes, nose, 

mouth, or open wounds. Be sure to wash your hands thoroughly with soap 

and warm water before rubbing your eyes or bringing your hands to your 

mouth.   

Think safety when monitoring your stream site: 

• Use common sense and maintain awareness of your surroundings and 

potential dangers. 

• Never put yourself or anyone else in jeopardy with a potential safety 

threat.   

• Never enter a stream when the current is swift and the depth of water is 

above your knees.  The force from a strong current can easily cause you to 

lose your balance. 

• Use the buddy system.  Tell someone where you are sampling and when 

you are expected to return.    

Sampling Safety 



Missouri Stream Team:  Level 1 Notebook 

Chapter 4:  Page3 

Sampling Safety 

Pay close attention to your surroundings as you monitor your streams. 

Hazardous Waste Drums:  Volunteers may encounter chemical storage 

drums while in the field. Do not open, move, or relocate a drum until it is 

verified by authorities not to contain hazardous waste. If a volunteer 

removes a drum from a site, they now assume all responsibility for the 

drum and its contents, including fees for disposal and environmental risks.  

This may also interfere with any investigation to hold the appropriate 

parties accountable. Instead follow the procedures outlined below: 

1. Visually check to see if the drum is leaking, seeping gaseous 

fumes, or bulging. 

2. Look for a label. Labels should list the manufacturer, contents, 

hazards and other important information about the drum’s 

contents. If a label is not present, assume it is hazardous.   

3. Take photographs of the drum and label. 

4. Mark the area with a bright flag and a “Do Not Disturb” sign. 

5. Contact the 24 hour Environmental Emergency Response hotline 

at 573-634-2436.  
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Sampling Safety 

Pay close attention to your surroundings as you monitor your streams. 

Methamphetamine Waste:  Volunteers may encounter common 

household objects in the woods that are actually methamphetamine 

waste. If you find soda bottles, gas cylinders, coffee filters, batteries, 

matches, aluminum foil, decongestant pill packets, or bags of salt, do not 

touch or remove. Instead, document the location and report the waste to 

your local sheriff, police, or conservation agent.   
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Chemical Safety 

Safety Data Sheet: Information on chemical 

composition, hazards, disposal, and 

ecological information of water quality 

monitoring chemical reagents can be found 

on Safety Data Sheets (SDS). Every chemical 

should come with an SDS. These can also be 

found on the Missouri Stream Team website. 

Always keep the SDS for all chemicals in an 

easily accessible location. 

 

Chemical Precautions:  



Missouri Stream Team:  Introduction to VWQM 

Chapter 4:  Page 6  

Trespassing 

Trespassing is against the law and can be dangerous. Stream Team volunteers 

and program staff do not have the right to trespass on private land. Although 

it can be tempting, never enter onto land without the owner’s permission.   

• First–degree trespass (RSMo569.140) states that a person commits the 

crime of trespass in the first degree if he or she knowingly enters and 

remains unlawfully in a building or upon real property. The property must 

be fenced or enclosed in a manner designed to exclude intruders and 

notice of trespass is given either by actual communication or by post. The 

penalty for first-degree trespass is jail or $500.00 maximum.   

• Second-degree trespass (RSMo 569.150) occurs when a person 

unknowingly enters unlawfully upon real property of another. In this 

instance, land does not need to be fenced, nor does the property owner 

need to post a No Trespassing sign. The penalty for second-degree 

trespass is a $200.00 maximum fine, but no jail. 
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Posted Property 

Property owners can protect their land from trespassers in a number of 

different ways. The most common method is with posted signs. Volunteers 

should heed any signs such as No Trespassing, No Hunting, Posted, or Keep 

Out.   

Additionally, the Purple Paint Statue (RSMo 569.145) specifies how purple 

paint can be used by landowners to protect their property from trespassers. 

Even though the law specifies the use of purple paint on a post cap or a 

vertical line on a tree, volunteers should look for any purple postings such as 

bandanas, flags, etc. Assume when you see purple, it means keep out!    

Acquire landowner permission before you monitor. Explain your objectives 

and ask them for permission to be on their property. You should do the same 

when monitoring a stream in a public park or any state land by seeking 

permission from the appropriate authorities. When seeking permission, you 

may find it helpful to show your Stream Team Identification Card to 

landowners.   
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How to Find Property Owners 

If you are unsure who owns the land, you can easily contact your local County 

Assessor. They will have a collection of plat maps showing ownership of 

parcels of land. Some counties even have interactive GIS mapping software 

online. A list of county assessors can be found at:   

www.moassessorsassn.org/assessors.htm 

Landowner Permission 

Stream Team volunteers can use the Hello Streamside Landowner brochure 

when visiting with property owners. The brochure explains the purpose of the 

Stream Team and includes a permission slip for landowners to complete. The 

brochure can be found on the Stream Team website at 

www.mostreamteam.org under the Publications section.   


